EDERALISTS AND
EPUBLICANS

he: resolutmn of these 1n1t1al 1ssues how.ever did not resolve
e deep d1sagreements about the nature -of the' new. gover:
ent..On. the. contary;. for. the first twelve years under the’
onst1tut10n American pohtlcs was characterized by-a level of
mony seldom matched in- any. period since; The. fra_mers of
e Constitution. had: dealt with: many disag'reements not by
lving them but by papering them over with a series of vague
mproniises; as-a:result, the eonﬂn:ts surv:ved 0 plague the
ew government. . ... S .
AL _e_heart of the COHH‘OVEI'SIES of the 1790s was the same
asic. differenice in philosophy that bad been-at the heart of the

bate. over the. Constitution, On .one'side stood a- powerful "

oup that belleved America requn'ecl a_strong,-national goy:
- -ernment; that: the.country’s mission -was

..to become a.genuine nation-state; with

centrahzed authonty, a complex com-

Sitimare chlld in the Canbbean -adrbeen 50 humbie Far
mbracmg the repubhcan ideals: of-the virtue of the. peo-
e be ved thar. EY stable anid: eff_ectwe,_govern__n_lent'_' :

__assurne or-take
accumulated: dunng the

"recommended that the fede ] govemment

ovet)- the: debis ‘the: stdtes” h
‘Revolution; this. assumption. policy would encourage state as
wiell ag federal bondholders o look w0 the central government :
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- war supphes durmg the Revolutton oL o
ofﬁcers and soldiers. of - the- Revolutlonary
S-arIny: 111 payment for their. services But -
: M : many of -these. origl al. holders had sold
the1r bonds aring the. hard tirhes of the 17805 10 speculators;”
: who had bought them at'a fractlon of thelr face value. Many'

-members of Congress ‘believed that if the. federal government '

"impractical and that the honor of thé governtent requrred that_ _

. ‘who had sold thelr bonds of their own accord. Congress ﬁnally-

' Umted States began ope
' granted it the nght W ontmue for twenty yeu

___Many Amencans came o believe that the Federahst-

was to assume respomlbrllty for these bonds, some of them’
should be returned to the original purchasers. James Madrson- :
riow a representative f from Virginia, proposed dividing the fed
eralIy funded bonds between the ofiginal purchasers and: the
speculators But’ Harmltons allies ‘insisted that such a plan was

it ‘pay the boridholders themselves, not-the ongmal lenders

passed the funding: bﬂl Harmilton wanted.:
Hamlltons proposal that “the federdl govermment assumme
the State debts encountered greater - dlfﬁculty HlS opponents

hrs supporters struck a bargaln w1th the Vngrmans o wm

sage of thie bill: - _ : ‘
The deal rnvolved the 1ocat1on of the natronal capltal

of the Hew century o :

~Hamiilton argued ¢ that ¢rearion of a natlonal bank Was: cotn
patlble with the intent of the" Constltutlon evén though the
document did not-explicitly authonze
But Machson }efferson, Randolph and th-
efs ;argued that Congress_rshould' XEICis
ne powers that the _'C"ns'.trt i hot cleatly assigned.it.
Nevertheless, ‘both- the, Holtse anc the Senate finally, agreed Q-
_Harmlton S bﬂi Washlngton dlsplayed some uncertamty a‘ out'

. BANK:OF THE '
1INITED STA’I'ES .

AT b T

: pposed a 1792 tariff,: also promoted by'i:Iarmlto'




THE:-REPUB_LICAN .Opposrfrmu

e Constitution had made no refererice to pohncal partles and
e omission was niot an oversight. Most-of the framers- George

angerous and should be: avoided. Disagreeirient ‘on: particular
es wag inevitable, bt ‘Tost” ‘of-the foimdeérs: believed: that
enients rieed not and should not 1éad: to' the foria-
éimanent factions: “The.public: good'fs: disregarded:in

apers, Number 10 perhaps the most mﬂuentlal of all the essays

T-PARTY used thelr control over: appomtmenrs and
I!\IUIiIHI:FHil\Il\IIPIJIIUINI\IHPIHIII[I\|iFIJ>IIm Ehe awardlng Of govermnent franchlses

| “the early elghteenth century-had done:
ashington in particular—believed that. organized parties were

- conflicts-of rival-pafties” Madison wrote in:‘The Federalist

it was acting asa. party, netther would concede th 1ig]
other g Vo ex1st ThlS mstrtutlonahzed factlonallsm
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arlstocratlc in natiiré-to srrengthen thelr standmg i locaI;com-

‘munities: They: were ‘doitig many . of ithe-$ame thin : _
'opponents ‘believed; that ithe” corrupt -British: governments of

-“:Becatise’ the Federalists:appeared o be- creatmg a'menacing

. and:tyfannical: structuire ‘of -power, their. opponents believed
 that there was no alternative but to organlze a vigorous;oppo--

'smon The result was the-emergence of an altémative political
BRI orgamzatton which -called "itself the
. Repubhcan Party. (This first “Republican”
* Party is:not an“ancestor of ‘the ‘modern .
' -'Republiea'n‘ Party, which was ‘botn: in.the
©-1850s.) By the late 1790s; the: Repubhcans

REPUBLICAN _
PARTY:

lrulmmrmmlmm um:rilmm!mqummmu

'were; golng to ever: greater- lengths than: the Federahsts t0

Create’an: apparatus of: partisan : influence. In every state ‘They
fortned: commirrees; societies, and - caticusés. : Repubhcan

- groups corresponded with one-another across: state lines. They

banded together to: inflience stite-and local ‘elections; And

they justified their actions by clalmmg that: they anid- they :
alone’represented ‘the ‘true. interests: of-the nationsthat they -
were fightirg. to. defend’ the peopleagainst a: corrupt Conspir- -

-acy_:_by the. Federahsts Just as Hamilton believed. that the et
“work of supporters he ‘was: creatmg representeel:
i legmmate Interest group in; the nanon so the Re_ blicans

nly
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From the beginning, the preeminent figures among the
Republicans were Thomas Jefferson and James Madison.

Indeed, the two men were such intimate collaborators with

such similar political philosophies that it is sometimes difficult
to distinguish the contributions of one from those of the other,
Bur jefferson, the more charismatic personality of the two,
gradually emerged as the most prominent spokesman for the
Republicans. Jefferson considered himself a farmer. (He was, in
fact, a substantial planter; but he had spent little time in recent
years at his estate in Virginia) He believed in an agrarian
republic, most of whose citizens would be sturdy, indepen-
dent farmer-citizens tilling their own soil.

Jefferson did not scorn commercial activity; he assted farm-
ers wiould market their crops in the national and even interna-
tional markets. Nor did he oppose industry; he believed the
United States should develop some manufacturing capacity. But
he was suspicious of large cities, feared urban mobs as “sores
upon the body politic,” and opposed the development of an
advanced industrial economy because it would, he feared,
Increase the number of propertyless workers packed in cities. In
short, Jefferson envisioned a decentralized society, dominated
by small property owners engaged largely in agrarian activities.

The difference between the Federalist and Republican social
philosophies was visible in, among other things, reactions to the
French Revolution. As that revolution

DIFFERENCES : : oo
OVER THE = SreW increasingly radical in the 1790s,
FRENCH with its attacks on organized religion, the
REVOLUTION - . overthrow of the monarchy, and eventually

the execution of the king and queen, the
Federalists expressed horror. But the Republicans generally
applauded the democratic, antiaristocratic spirit they believed
the French Revolution embodied. Some even imitated the French
radicals (the Jacobins) by cutting their hair short, wearing panta-
loons, and addressing one another as “Citizen” and “Citizeness?”
‘Although both parties had supporters in all parts of the
country and among all classes, there were regional and eco-
nomic differences. The Federalists were most numerous in the
commercial centers of the Northeast and in such southern
seaports as Charleston; the Republicans were most numerous
in the rural areas. of the South and the West.
As the 1792 presidential election—the nation’s second—
approached, both Jefferson and Hamilton urged Washington to

run for another term. The president reluctantly agreed. But

while most Americans considered Washington above the par-
tisan battle, he was actually much more in sympathy with the
Federalists than with the Republicans. Anid during his presi-
dency, Hamilton remained the dominant figure in government.

ESTABLESHING NATIONA
SOVEREIGNTY

The Federalists consolidated thefr position—ahd' for a time
attracted wide public support for the new national govern-
ment-by dealing effectively with two problems the old

Confederation had been unable fully to resolve. They helped -

stabilize the nation’s western lands, and they strengthened
America’s international position.

SECURING THE FRONTIER

Despite the Northwest Ordinance, the Confederation Congress
had largely failed to tie the outlying western areas of the coun-
try firmly to the government. Farmers in western Massachusetts
had risen in revolt; settlers in Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee

had toyed with the idea of separating from the Union. The new

government under the Constitution inherited these problems,

In 1794, farmers in western Permsylvania raised a major
challenge to federal authority when they refused to pay a
whiskey excise tax and began terrorizing the tax collectors
(much as colonists had done at the time of the Stamp Act). But
the federal government did not leave settlement of the
so-called Whiskey Rebellion to Pennsylvania, as the
Confederation Congress had left Shays's
Rebellion to Massachusetts. At Hamilcon’s
urging, Washington called out the militias
of three states, raised an army of nearly -15,000 (a larger force
than he had commanded against the British during most of the
Revolution), and personally led the troops into Pennsylvania.
As the militiamen approached Pittsburgh, the center of the
resistance, the rebellion quickly collapsed.

The federal government won the allegiance of the whiskey
rebels by intimidating them. It won the loyalties of other
frontier people by accepting their territories as new states in
the Union. The last of the original thirteen colonies joined the
Union once the Bill of Rights had been appended to the
Constitution—North Carolina in 1789 and Rhode Island in
17%0. Then Vernont, which had had its own state government
since the Revolution, became the fourteenth state in 1791
after New York and New Hampshire finally agreed to give up
their claims to it. Next came Kentucky, in 1792, when Virginia
gave up its claim to that region. After North Carolina finally
ceded its western lands to the Union, Tennessee became first

WHISKEY
REBELLION

FUNCFEMSE AR LSBT e I MO RO AT

- a territory and, in 1796, a state.

NATIVE AMERICANS
AND THE New NATION

The new government faced a greater challenge, also inherited
from the Confederation, in the more distant areas of the

. Northwest and the Southwest, where Indians (occasionally in
.alliance with the British and Spanish) fought to retain tribal

lands that the US. government claimed for itself The ordi-
nances of 1784-1787 had produced a series of border conflicts

“with Indian tribes resisting white settlement in what they

considered their lands. Although the United States eventually

cost), it was.clear that the larger question of who was to con-
trol the lands of the West—the United States or the Indian
nations—remained unanswered.

These clashes revealed another issue the Constitution had
done little 10 resolve: the place of the Indian nations within

n

‘defeated virtually- every Indian challenge (if often at great -




